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Larry Stilgebauer Technology Award 2010

Project Descriptive Title: The Guitar and the Guitarist

Project Abstract: Working in partners, students researched the life of a Guitar Legend and
his/her guitar. Using YouTube, students captured live performances of the Guitarist to bring their
Keynote presentations to life.

Grade Level: 7"/8th

Subject Area: Music

Technology Resources: internet websites, YouTube, iphoto, Keynote, imovie, itunes
Other materials used: library books

Standards:

NETS S 2a: interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety
of digital environments and media

NETS S 2b: communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety
of media and formats

NETS S 3b: locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a
variety of sources and media

IL State goal 27.A.3a: Identify and describe careers and jobs in and among the arts and how they
contribute to the world of work

Process:

presentations with their partner so that when they presented they were concise and clear.




Integration:

This project integrated technology at two levels of Blooms taxonomy, understanding and
creating. Technology provided students with up to date, accurate information and a tool to
deliver their presentation. YouTube videos and music clips brought their presentation to life.
Technology allowed students to see the guitars and guitarists in action and hear their music.
Students used a variety of software to gather and store their media and Keynote integrated well
as a final product to deliver the presentation.

Reflection:

This project was fun and engaging for students because they were not just learning how
to play a guitar in music class, but they were also learning about professional level guitarists and
their custom-made, often renowned guitars. The students are able to invest of themselves in the
project because they have a personal connection to the artist they have chosen. Seeing the
response from the students regarding the Guitar Legends project has reinforced my belief that it
is vital for teachers to strive to try new technology, incorporate current subject matter into
lessons, and use and build upon the potential the students innately possess from a lifetime of
exposure to the digital world. This project opens many doors for discussion about topics that are
real, life lessons: discipline of practice, commitment to your art, overcoming obstacles, and
consequences of unhealthy lifestyles. Although my official subject is “music,” I try to take every
opportunity to teach and help my students grow as human beings.




